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(" The resounding tread of swift-footed horses reverberates
upon my ears)?) ; then, under some momentary impulse of
courage, gained perhaps by figuring to himself the bloody
populace rioting upon his mangled body, yet even then
needing the auxiliary hand and vicarious courage of his
private secretary, the feeble-hearted prince stabbed himself
in the throat. The wound, however, was not such as to cause
instant death. He was still breathing, and not quite speech-
less, when the centurion who commanded the party entered
the closet ; and to this officer, who uttered a few hollow
words of encouragement, he was still able to make a brief
reply. But in the very effort of speaking he expired, and
with an expression of horror impressed upon his stiffened
features which communicated a sympathetic horror to all
beholders.

Such was the too memorable tragedy which closed for
ever the brilliant line of the Julian family, and translated
the august title of Csesar from its original purpose as a proper
name to that of an official designation. It is the most striking
instance upon record of a dramatic and extreme vengeance
overtaking extreme guilt; for, as Nero had exhausted the
utmost possibilities of crime, so it may be affirmed that he
drank off the cup of suffering to the very extremity of what
his peculiar nature allowed. And in no life of so short a
duration have ever been crowded equal extremities of gorgeous
prosperity and abject infamy. It may be added, as another
striking illustration of the rapid mutability and revolutionary
excesses which belonged to what has been properly called
the stratocracy or martial despotism then disposing of the
world, that within no very great succession of weeks that
same victorious rebel, the Emperor Galba, at whose feet Nero
had been self-immolated, was laid a murdered corpse in the
same identical cell which had witnessed the lingering agonies
of his unhappy victim. This was the act of an emancipated
slave, anxious, by a vindictive insult to the remains of one
prince, to place on record his gratitude to another. " So runs
the world away 1" And in this striking way is retribution
sometimes dispensed.

In  the  sixth  Caesar terminated the Julian  line.     The